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If we agreed to forgo these rights, the Immigrants' [Restriction] Act
would be amended and the obnoxious Act repealed.

The obnoxious law may or may not be repealed; how can we, on
that account, agree to forgo anyone's legitimate rights? Mr. Gandhi
therefore did not approve of the Bill and all further correspondence to-
wards a final settlement came to a stop. General Smuts said in effect:
'Since you do not accept this Bill, we will not repeal this Act, but will
legalize voluntary registration in the manner we think best.'
Mr. Gandhi again asked that his application for voluntary registration
be returned. Mr. Smuts replied that we could fight out the issue in
court. The Pretoria Indians were immediately informed and a tele-
gram1 was sent to arrange a meeting of the Committee [of the British
Indian Association] in Johannesburg.

The meeting was held on Monday afternoon at half-past five.
Those present displayed a magnificent spirit. In a "do or die" mood
they resolved to put up a fight. It was decided to fight a test case for
the withdrawal of an application [for registration]. A mass meeting
was fixed for Wednesday.2 On Tuesday, telegrams were despatched
to announce the mass meeting,

WHITE FRIENDS

Mr. Hosken, Mr. Gartwright, Mr. Stent and others have promised
to help. [The Transvaal] Leader has published the report of an inter-
view3 with Mr. Gandhi. He has also addressed a letter to the Press,
which appears in today's papers. It is as under:4

Reuter has cabled the news to England. If the community keeps
up its present resolve, the law is bound to be repealed and the four points
will also be settled to our satisfaction. We have a right to both.
It is a legitimate right. Truth always prevails. That is the law of this
world.

ASWAT'S AFFIDAVIT

A case for the withdrawal of his application will be filed in the
Supreme Court on Mr. Aswat's behalf. If his case and that of
Mr. Sorabji are both decided in our favour, the struggle will be over
in a short time.

1  Vide "Telegram to Johannesburg Office", p. 305.
2 For Gandhiji's speech, vide "Speech at "Mass Meeting", pp. 319-22, and for
resolutions passed at the meeting, vide Appendix V,
3  Vide "Interview to The Transvaal Leader", p. 310.
4 This is not reproduced here. For the English text, vide "Letter to the Press",
pp. 306-7.